
Introduction to Sociology 
SOC 101 – Section 06 

2018 Fall Semester, T/TH 11:00am – 12:15pm 
Science Building 01-0006 (Small science auditorium) 

 
Instructor: Sarah Mayorga-Gallo, Ph.D. (she/her) 
Office: Wheatley Hall, 4th Floor, Room 114 
Office hours: T/TH 12:30-2:00pm and by appointment, https://mayorgagallo.youcanbook.me/ 
Email: sarah.mayorgagallo@umb.edu 
Phone: 617-287-6290 
 
Teaching Assistant (TA): Julie LaBagnara 
Office: Wheatley Hall, 4th Floor, Room 150 
Office hours: T 9-10:30am, TH 3:30-5pm 
Email: Julie.LaBagnara001@umb.edu 
 
Teaching Assistant (TA): Brittany Riffle 
Office: Wheatley Hall, 4th Floor, Room 150 
Office hours: T/TH 2-3:30pm 
Email: Brittany.Riffle001@umb.edu 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces the discipline of sociology. Sociology is the systematic study of social 
interaction and social organization, particularly in contemporary society. Included is an 
examination of major research findings and theories related to the social causes and 
consequences of human behavior. Students are introduced to research methods, social 
structure and institutions, culture, socialization, social inequality, and social change. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
The successful student will be able to: 
2.  Develop a sociological imagination and apply it to everyday social situations. 
3.  Identify and understand the steps in the research process and evaluate  

appropriate methodologies for exploring particular research problems. 
4.  Critically analyze media or written texts using sociological terms and concepts. 
5.  Illustrate how culture, social structure, and everyday interactions shape their  

own behavior. 
6.  Analyze how social systems of race, class, gender, and sexuality (and their  

intersections) structure individual lives and society. 
7.  Explain how major social institutions (e.g., family, religion, education,  

economy, polity, and medicine) mediate relations between the individual and the  
larger society. 



 
Required Course Material 

• iClicker2.  ISBN: 9781498601634 
• There is no required book for this class. All readings are available on Blackboard. 

 
Assignments 
Your final grade will be calculated out of 500 total points. For example, if you earn 415 total 
points, your final grade will be a B- (83%). Class points are earned via three components:  

 
I. iClicker Participation – 50 points total (5 points each) 
You will have the opportunity to earn points for answering questions during class using your 
iClicker. Answers will not be graded right/wrong and will count for participation only. 
 
All students must have an iClicker transmitter or a REEF app on their smartphone for each 
class. These are available from many sources, including the UMB Bookstore. Please note that 
you will need to be able to read the serial number of your iClicker in order to register it. If you 
buy a used iClicker, be sure that you can read the 8-character serial number on the back of it. 
Any of the different iClicker models (iClicker, iClicker+, or iClicker2) will work. Make sure the 
battery is not dead. You may not share your iClicker with another student in this class, 
although you are welcome to share one with someone in a different class, as long as it is not at 
the same time.  

You will need to register your iClicker for our course. You can do this one of two ways:  

1-Go to the course Blackboard site, select the “iClicker Registration” link, and input your serial number.   

2-Register your iClicker using the REEF website and search for our class via the REEF website. 

An alternative to iClicker is the REEF iOS app (https://reef-education.com/) If you opt to use 
REEF, be sure to limit your in-class smartphone use to REEF only. Be aware that the free trial 
period will expire before the semester is over and you will need to pay to continue to use it.  

Why do we use a classroom response system? In a large classroom, it helps everyone have a 
chance to participate. Pausing to answer questions and engage actively during class has been 
shown to enhance student learning and motivation. 

NOTE: Using another student’s clicker for them is a form of cheating and will not be tolerated. 

II. Response Journals – 50 points total (5 points each) 
You are expected to investigate your own everyday experiences that relate to sociology 
throughout the semester. You must post to Blackboard every week and write entries that are 
both descriptive and analytical. The entries should always connect to class concepts. You could 
reflect on a quotation from one of the readings; make a connection between a personal 



experience and class notes or the reading. The important part of each entry is the analysis – 
you must connect it to the class concepts in some way. 

Periodically I will give you a set of prompts to address in your journals, but generally you will 
be free to discuss whatever topics you are interested in writing about. You will turn in your 
journal every Monday via Blackboard under the “Journals” tab (due at the end of the day). A 
good target is about 200 words per entry. You may skip two weeks during the semester and no 
journal is due the week of Thanksgiving. That means there are a total of 12 journal due dates, 
from which you must pick 10. 

• September: 17, 24 
• October: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
• November: 5, 12, 26 
• December: 3, 10 

 
I will be the only person who can access your journal entries. Sometimes I will want to draw 
upon your entries for class discussion. If you do not want your ideas to be shared in class, 
please write “Please do not share” on the specific entry. 
 
III. Reading Quizzes – 100 points total (10 points each) 
Reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of every class that a reading assignment is due 
(i.e., every Thursday). The first two weeks (9/6 & 9/13) we will do ungraded practice quizzes. 
No makeup quizzes will be given. Over the semester, you have the opportunity to earn 120 
quiz points. I divide your final grade by 100 points meaning that you can miss points from 2 
quizzes with no effect on your grade. 

IV. Exams – 300 points total (100 points each) 
Exams will be 40 questions (multiple choice; matching; true/false) with 2 short answer 
questions. Each exam will be on material covered since the previous exam. 
 
All exams will be on Blackboard. You will have 3 days to complete each exam. Each exam will 
be timed and must be completed in 1 hour and 30 minutes. Make sure that you block out the 
full 90 minute period as you will not be allowed to return to the exam once you start it. Exams 
are open note, but you are expected to work individually. Consulting with classmates during 
the exam is considered cheating and a violation of academic honesty (see below). 
 

Course Policies 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism is representing the work of others as your own, including copying other students’ 
work or using Internet resources without proper citation. All work that you submit is assumed 
to be your own unless you cite source material. If you use words (either exact or paraphrased), 
facts, or ideas from another document (including course materials and web pages), you must 



cite them. Not doing so is considered plagiarism, and the result will be a zero on the 
assignment. Students are required to adhere to the University Policy on Academic Standards 
and Cheating as delineated in the Catalog of Undergraduate Programs (available at: 
http://www.umb.edu/life_on_campus/policies/code). 

Accessibility Policy  

The University of Massachusetts-Boston is committed to providing accommodations for all 
students with disabilities (including learning disabilities, ADHD, depression, and health 
conditions).  This syllabus is available in alternate format upon request. Students must be 
registered with the Ross Center for Disability Services, UL 211, www.ross.center@umb.edu, 
617-287-7430 before requesting accommodations from the instructor. 

U-ACCESS & Campus Resources 

Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every 
day, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, is urged to contact the Office of Urban and 
Off-Campus Support Services (U-ACCESS), located in the Campus Center 2nd Floor, Suite 
2401; 617.287.3190; u-access@umb.edu. If you are experiencing other difficulties that are 
affecting your academic performance, please reach out to the Dean of Students Campus Center 
4th Floor; 617-287-5899; dean.students@umb.edu. If you feel comfortable sharing this with the 
professor, please contact me and I will try to connect you with any resources I have. 

Attendance  

You are expected to regularly attend and participate in class. If you are absent, please make 
sure to get the notes from a classmate. If you have any questions after acquiring the notes, 
please see a TA during office hours or set up an appointment with me. Class notes will not be 
posted online.  

Missed or late assignments  

If you are absent you are still expected to complete your assignments on time.  Only under 
extenuating circumstances will late assignments be accepted – subject to my discretion. You 
must have documentation from an appropriate official. You will receive a zero on your exams 
if your absence was due to non-extenuating circumstances.  

If you miss class due to a school sponsored event (e.g., athletic competition), you must have a 
note from your coach or faculty sponsor. This note must include the specific dates you will 
miss class and you must notify me before your scheduled event.  

Writing Assistance 

I encourage you to take advantage of the writing tutoring available at UMB.  The Reading, 
Writing, and Study Strategies Center offers students free help to identify and address 
difficulties you may have. See the center’s website for more information. 



Assistance with Course Material  

If you need help with the course material, please do not hesitate to make an appointment with 
me or stop by my office hours. The material in this course is somewhat cumulative; the 
concepts from one week will help you discuss and better understand the following week’s 
topics. Please do not wait until the end of the semester to discuss your performance in class.   

Contacting Instructor  

E-mail is the best way to contact me. Remember, our relationship in this class is a professional 
one and the way you address me should reflect that (e.g., “Dear Professor Mayorga-Gallo,” not 
“Hey” or no greeting). Please use complete sentences and avoid text message abbreviations.  

I will try to respond to your e-mails within 24 hours during the week and 48 hours during the 
weekend.  

Electronic Devices  

Please make sure that all cell phones, iPods, and other non-essential electronic devices are 
turned off and stored during class. If you prefer to type your notes during class, laptops are 
allowed. If it is obvious, however, that you are not using your laptop for note-taking, you will 
be asked to put your laptop away. 

Policy on Grade Changes  

Requests for a grade change must be made in writing within one week of receiving the grade. I 
will reevaluate the assignment taking the reasons for the grade change request into 
consideration. Please note that any assignment reevaluation may also highlight flaws that I 
missed during the first reading and result in a lower grade. Once final grades have been 
submitted, however, they are non-negotiable. 

Potential Changes to Syllabus 
I maintain the right to make any changes to the course schedule throughout the semester to 
ensure all students are gaining the most they can from the course.  I promise to inform all 
students of any changes to the schedule as soon as I make them. 
 
Grading Scale   
A (Excellent)  A 100-94 A- 90-93 
B (Good)  B+ 87-89 B 84-86 B- 80-83 
C (Satisfactory) C+ 77-79 C 74-76 C- 70-73 
D (Poor)  D+ 67-69 D 64-66 D- 60-63 
F (Failure)  F 0-59 
  



Course Schedule 
 

 Lecture Topic and class activities Due at the beginning of class 

Tues. Sept 4 What is sociology?  

Thurs.  Sept 6 Sociological Imagination Weffer, et al. 

Tues. Sept 11 Major Theoretical Perspectives  

Thurs. Sept 13 
Major Theoretical Perspectives/ 

Social Research 
O’Connell; Mueller, et al 

Tues.  Sept 18 Social Research Best; Irvine 2012 

Thurs. Sept 20 
Convocation Speaker: Harvard Sociologist William Julius Wilson 

Campus Center Ballroom, 3rd floor 
*make sure you sign in with me to get attendance credit 

Tues. Sept 25 Culture & Socialization  

Thurs. Sept 27 Culture & Socialization Kwan & Trautner; Wilcox 

Tues. Oct 2 The Self  

Thurs. Oct 4 The Self Zussman (2 articles) 

Fri & Sat, Oct 5-6 Identity Theory Conference (extra credit opportunity) 

Tues. Oct 9 Social Structure  

Thurs. Oct 11 Social Structure Tiger; Rondini 

Online Exam I 
Available Thursday, October 11 at 12:30pm until Sunday, October 14 (end of day) 

Tues. Oct 16 Gender  

Thurs. Oct 18 Gender Schilt & Westbrook; Currier 

Tues. Oct 23 Sexuality  

Thurs. Oct 25 Sexuality Irvine 2006; Connell 

Tues. Oct 30 Race and Ethnicity  

Thurs. Nov 1 Race and Ethnicity May; Thomas 

Tues. Nov 6 Social Class & Poverty  

Thurs. Nov 8 Social Class & Poverty Eppard, et al; Broton & Goldrick-Rab 

Online Exam II 
Available Thursday, November 8 at 12:30pm until Sunday, November 11 (end of day) 

Tues. Nov 13 Health & Medicine  

Thurs. Nov 15 Health & Medicine Berkman; Burgard 



Tues. Nov 20 Video: In Sickness and in Wealth 

Thurs. Nov 22 No Class: Thanksgiving Break  

Tues. Nov 27 Family  

Thurs. Nov 29 Family Hull, et al; Acosta 

Tues. Dec 4 Religion  

Thurs. Dec 6 Religion Read; Hostetler 

Tues. Dec 11 Social Change  

Thurs. Dec 13 Social Change Schudson; Meyer; (EC: Brown) 

Online Exam III 
Available Thursday, December 13 at 12:30pm until Sunday, December 16  (end of day) 

 
Note: Reading assignments must be completed by the beginning of the class date they are 
listed under.  Reading assignments are posted on the course’s Blackboard website under 
“Course Documents.” 
 
 


